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Northern Peru 
 

A Greentours Itinerary 

 

Day 1 

to Lima 
 

We depart London on the direct flight to Lima arriving Lima evening of Day 1. 

 

Days 2 - 4  

Caraz: Huascaran National Park and Punta Winchus 
 

We'll take the short flight to Huaraz and then drive the short distance to Huascaran 

National Park. The road winds up through little farms and past nurseries growing many 

Alstroemeria and past a varied flora, Bar-winged Cinclodes and Plumbeous Sierra-

finches hopping out of the way as we progress.  
 

Andean Swallows hawk for insects over the turquoise waters of Lake Llanganuca and 

on them are Andean Coot, Silvery Grebe, Ruddy Duck, Andean Gull and Andean 

Geese. We'll take a walk through the beautiful flaky-barked Polylepis trees. Te 

gorgeous bark is festooned with masses of emerald bromeliads and ferns. On the 

rocks are various orchids, sometimes in great quantity, the finest the stunning reddish-

pink Masdevallia veitchiana. Competing with this is an abundant and similarly 

coloured passion flower. Our trail follows a fast-flowing torrent flanked by mossy 

boulders. Chinguanco Thrush hop away from us along the pass and the Shining 

Sunbeam will draw much admiration as the sun catches the rainbow of iridescent 

colour that cascades from its mantle. 
 

There are flowers and then there are FLOWERS and the towering Puya raimondii is 

perhaps the grandest of them all. This Puya's flowering time is variable so we may be 

luck, we may not. We'll drive up a valley where fine stands of Echinopsis pachanoi 

have outrageous huge white flowers a-buzz with bees. We'll stop and admire Giant 

Hummingbird and will also see Streak-throated Bush-tyrant, White-browed Chat-

tyrant, Greenish Yellow-finch and Mourning Sierra-finch, Black-winged Ground-dove, 

whilst flocks of Ash-breasted Sierra-finches cross the puna. We'll reach Punta Winchus. 

At four thousand two hundred metres this high pass provides impressive panoramas of 

the Cordillera Blanca and their glaciers glacier and all the way down to the Pacific 

far below. The Puyas tower above us, the flowering stems six metres tall, and they 

make a most other-worldly impression scattered across the rocky puna. Mountain 

Caracaras float across a puna landscape studded with many cacti notably a 

golden-spined Eriosyce sp and superb woolly mounds of an Opuntia. 
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Day 5  

Chan Chan and Punta Eten seabird colony  
 

Arid cliff tops are coated in dense colonies of thousands of Peruvian Pelicans, Blue-

footed and Peruvian Boobies all providing captivated photographic opportunities at 

close quarters. You can watch great squadrons of pelicans returning from fishing and 

somehow preening themselves with beaks big enough to swallow the much smaller 

boobies around them. There are smaller numbers of Guanay Cormorants too. 

Humboldt Penguin and the stunning Inca Tern, occur regularly. Nearby are freshwater 

marshes where Chilean Flamingos occur in large numbers along with a good variety 

of wetland birds that include White-tufted Grebe and the simply gorgeous Many-

coloured Rush-Tyrant.  

 

Days 6 & 7 

Chaparri dry forests 
 

Chaparri Lodge is the sort of place where wildlife makes itself at home. As you sit 

down for lunch a dainty Sechuran Fox may be laying down curled up next to the 

table, or a Collared Peccary might amble through the dining area with a piglet in 

tow. Globally rare White-winged Guans might have the temerity to creep in and try 

and steal bananas. The lodge has a maize feeder that attracts lovely White-tailed 

Jays and Croaking Doves. Vermillion Flycatchers hawk insects over the lawns, White-

edged Orioles feed in fruiting trees, and around the grounds flowering Stachytapheta 

frantzii shrubs attract Amazilia Hummingbirds and many skippers as well as Junonia 

evarete and Phoebis argante.  
 

The dry forest reserve at Chaparri protects extensive deciduous forest, in which the 

lack of leaves makes wildlife viewing easier. We'll find it easy here to watch White-

tailed Deer and Collared Peccaries as well as a rich assembly of birds such as the 

Elegant Crescentchest and Red-masked Parakeets. The rocky cactus-studded terrain 

has trees festooned with hundreds of epiphytic Tillandsia bromeliads curled into little 

balls. This delightful habitat hosts Tumbes Tyrant, Tumbes Hummingbird, Golden-

bellied Grosbeak, Tropical Parula, Andean Tinamou and the tiny Pacific Parrotlet. 

We'll see the diminutive Short-tailed Woodstar, White-tailed Jay, Golden-olive 

Woodpecker, and the strikingly patterned Collared Antshrike. 

 

Day 8  

Cajamarca 
 

Andean Lapwing and Andean Flicker populate the puna grasslands as we near the 

beautiful city of Cajamarca. En-route we'll look for both Green-tailed Trainbearer and 

Black-tailed Trainbearer, two extraordinary hummingbirds with impressively long tails! 
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We'll visit the Valle de Chonta where we'll look for the rare and beautful Gray-bellied 

Comet. Other species on the agenda are Buff-bridled Inca-Finch, Rufous-chested 

Tanager, Fasciated Wren, and Great Spinetail. 

 

Day 9 

Maranon Valley and Leymebamba 
 

Our route takes us through endlessly fascinating landscapes today brimful with 

exceptional flora and fauna. We'll explore scrub with the extraordinary Melocactus 

peruvianus a cactus with incredible topknots of rusty-red and white. There are many 

beautiful cacti in this area, one with remarkable furry inflorescences that form large 

patches on the stems from which creamy-white flowers emerge. Long-tailed 

Mockingbird and Yellow-tailed Oriole inhabit the cacti and wild Bourganvillea. We 

proceed through deep gorges with greenery and trees reminiscent of Sichuan an 

impressions reinforced when we reached a large open tract of rice terraces. We drive 

along the Maranon River, the roadside cliffs draped in impressive bromeliads with 

branched inflorescences.  

 

Days 10 & 11 

Gotca Falls and Kuelap pre-Inca fortress 
 

In the morning we'll understand what an amazingly situated hotel we are staying at. 

The scene is framed by towering cliffs from which tumbles a long waterfall. In the rivers 

here we can find the gorgeous Torrent Duck. 
 

Kuelap's pre-inca fortress is a spectacular place, the circular stone buildings 

commanding views across the countryside. Inside the massive fortress walls the many 

trees are plastered with large bright red or green bromeliads and there are drifts of a 

yellow Coreopsis. Black-throated Flowerpiercer's are busy stealing and Golden-bellied 

Grosbeaks sit unobtrusively in this finery. The beautiful tubular pink flowers of Passiflora 

mollissima are drape over pathside shrubs and there are pretty scarlet Salvias too. In 

trees along the roadsides below the site are many fabulous bright red Bomarea 

species. 

 

Day 12 

Huembo 
 

We'll drive along a remarkable steep-sided valley with eroded sandstone cliffs 

clothed in an unusual mixture of bromeliad laden deciduous trees and many 

branched upright cacti. Larger bromeliads and agaves are dotted throughout. 
 

Huembo is a great spot to see what will be perhaps the avian highlight of the tour – 

The Marvellous Spatuletail. The male is quite exquisite with his long retrices tipped by 

broad spatules and somehow the whole ensemble doesn’t prevent him from flying 

perfectly well. He comes and goes, spending just a few minutes an hour here and so 
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in the meantime we can enjoy other birds such as Emerald Toucanet, Yellow-

breasted Brush-finch and Slate-throated Redstart. The Spatuletail is not the only 

hummingbird – there's a constant buzz from Sparkling Violet-ears, Chestnut-breasted 

Coronets and White-bellied Hummingbirds. 
 

In the later afternoon we'll arrive at our very comfortable accommodation at Abra 

Patricio. We'll probably soon make the acquaintance of a habituated Tayra who 

regularly trots over to the manager for his banana – giving us amazing views of this 

usually fast-moving mammal. 

 

Day 13 & 14 

Abra Patricio 
 

The lodge's hummingbird feeders attract many Chestnut-breasted Coronets, together 

with White-bellied Woodstar, Fawn-breasted Brilliant, Collared and Bronzy Inca and 

the incredible Sword-billed Hummingbird may put in an appearance. Masked 

Flowerpiercer will be busy in the background, Inca Jays will be noisy and obvious, and 

the well-named Great Thrushes are common. By lunchtime the hummingbird shift at 

the feeders will have changed and Long-tailed Sylphs, Amethyst-throated Sunangel 

and Emerald-bellied Puffleg will have arrived. 
 

Abra Patricio's forest is a luxuriance of tree ferns, bamboo and bromeliad laden trees. 

Early morning is the time to be in the depths of the forest where we'll see some of the 

shyer or more reclusive denizens of this deep green mossy world. Pearled Treerunners, 

Rufous Spinetails, and if we are lucky we'll get a glimpse of Rusty-tinged Antpitta. 

There's Streaked Tufted-cheek, Olive-backed and Montane Woodcreepers, and both 

Chestnut-breasted and Sharp’s Wrens. Lineated Satyr will appear along the path and 

as the sun starts to sparkle through the foliage butterflies will become quite abundant 

with small morphos flashing intermittent white and blue as they fly. We'll notice Bluish 

Glasswings uttering through the understory and will look for Speckle-faced Parrots, 

Rufous-browed Peppershrike and Rufous-vented Tapaculo. We'll find fantastic 

tanager flocks, a bewildering swirl of colours belonging to Flame-faced, Metallic 

green, Beryl-spangled, Blue-and-black and Blue-winged Mountain Tanagers, Black-

hooded Mountain Tanager and dazzling Red-hooded Tanagers. These tanagers are 

often accompanied by Capped Conebill, Masked Flowerpiercer, Black-capped 

Hemispingus, Grey-hooded Bush-tanager, Inca Flycatcher and Spectacled Redstart. 
 

The lodge is set in lush forested hills with trees festooned with red bromeliads. Trees 

around the lodge also attract colourful flocks of tanagers and their relatives. We'll find 

the lovely Yellow-scarfed Tanager, as well as Saffron-crowned and Grass-green 

Tanagers, Blue-capped Tanagers, Black-eared and Oleaginous Hemispingus. Green-

and-black Fruiteater will be a highlight and we'll no doubt appreciate meeting 

Speckle-chested Piculet and Andean Guans. With these feeding flocks might be 

stunning Crimson-mantled Woodpecker, Olive-backed Woodcreeper, Streaked 

Tuftedcheek, Mottle-cheeked Tyrannulet or White-sided Flowerpiercer. Butterflies 
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sipping salts near our cabins include various satyrs such as Corades medeba, 

Lasiophila sp and Limanopoda obseleta (probably the commonest butterfly in the 

forest) as well as a stunning Purple-spotted Peacock. Abra Patricio is an amazing 

places for moths. We'll see some spectacular species attracted to the lights and 

some mornings the walls can be plastered with hundreds of moths of at least fifty 

species! 
 

Rufous-banded Owl lives around the lodge, but for something altogether rarer we'll 

go in search of the Long-whiskered Owlet, one of the world's rarest and least seen 

birds. En route we'll look for Slaty-backed Nightingale-thrush and Masked Trogon. 

Stunning blue and white Mesosemia loruhama, a kind of eyemark butterfly, perch 

obligingly on leaves before going to roost under them. As dusk arrives we've a good 

chance of finding Night Monkeys here, feeding amongst twinkling fireflies. 
 

In quiet moments, if indeed Abra Patricio gives us any, we can spend time getting 

unbelievable shots of the habituated Tayra and there's a Black Agouti that visits for a 

feed regularly. 
 

One afternoon during our stay we'll visit a regular site for Lyre-tailed Nightjar as well as 

the Royal Sunangel – a gorgeous hummer. 

 

Day 15 

Moyobamba 
 

Descending from Abra Patricio we'll pass through sublime scenery with wonderful 

cloudforests forming part of a large protected area. We'll stop at some great places 

today. One feeding station attracts Cinereous and Little Tinamous, Rufous-breasted 

Wood-Quail and both Green-fronted and Blue-fronted Lancebills can be seen. 
 

Next a private property has an area of forest in which there is an orchid garden that 

contains many species from the surrounding area including some spectacular 

Cattleyas and Laelias. There is also a hummingbird feeding station and the star 

attraction here was the stunning Rufous-crested Coquette. Along with these we can 

see Sparkling Violetears, Golden-tailed Sapphires, Grey Sabrewings, Black-throated 

Mangos and both Black-throated and Long-tailed Hermits! 
 

We'll stop by a bridge spanning a narrow gorge. Perched on the ledges below is a 

colony of Oilbirds. Some will likely be sitting on eggs at this season but occasionally 

one will fly out to show just how large these peculiar nightjars are. Given the decent 

level of ambient light this is a good spot to photograph this strange bird. Heading on 

down to Pumarinri we should watch out for Speckled Chachalacas and Chestnut-

eared Aracari. 
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Days 16 & 17 

Pumarinri 

 

Pumarinri's trails provide an invertebrate extravaganza with a huge array of different 

species. There are huge flighty red-winged locusts, white-winged monkey hoppers, 

shield mantis, and wonderful bright red stick insects. Butterflies are equally amaxing 

and include orange and black Stalactis calliope and a variety of riodinids such as 

yellowish Euselasia gelanor, bright orange Emesis fatimella, and red-banded Aulestes 

Swordtails. Near a beautiful waterfall we'll find the stunning Dynamine postverta (Four-

spotted Sailor) with metallic blue upperwings and exquisitely marked underwings. 

Another beauty is the lycaenid Ocaria thales and there's partially transparent 

tigerwings, bright red Mesene phareus and huge Morpho achilles. Mixed bird flocks 

here might have Purple Honeycreeper and the dazzling Paradise Tanager. 
 

We'll explore a trail across the swirling muddy Rio Huallago where we'll encounter truly 

bizarre basket-like fungi and butterflies such as the striking Mexican Cicadian and 

cryptically-marked Catoblepia xanthicles. Our main target here will be different 

colour morphs of the dazzling local poison frogs. This morph is completely different to 

those on the other side of the river and to the uninitiated seemed a separate species 

with red-orange colouration and large black blotches rather than yellow with black 

spots on the lodge side of the river. This is one of the reasons poison frogs are so 

perplexing and complex in this corner of Peru where at least ten species occur, but 

many times more morphs of these species! 

 

Day 18 

La Escalera  
 

We'll visit the pre-montane hills south of Tarapoto, where we'll find the amazing 

Andean Cock-of-the-rock. We'll search for the rather elusive Lanceolated Monklet 

along the road and will likely see Gilded Barbets, Green-backed Trogons, Black-faced 

Dacnis, Cobalt-winged Parakeets, Thick-billed Euphonias as well look. Bay-headed 

and Silver-beaked Tanagers are in the trees and elegant Swallow-tailed Kites sail 

across the slopes. The impressive day-flying moth Urania fulgens is common. 
 

Another private hummingbird feeding station has dozens of birds zipping about and 

posing on branches with Koepcke’s Hermit, the dazzling Golden-tailed Sapphire, 

White-necked Jacobin, Many-spotted Hummingbird, Gould’s Jewel-front and the 

sumptuous Black-throated Brilliant amongst them. Fruiting bushes in the garden 

attract Saddle-backed Tamarins who often have to share the largesse with beautiful 

Starry Cracker butterflies. Blue-crowned Manakins enjoy them too and along the 

entrance road we'll find Chestnut-eared Aracari and Crimson-crested Woodpecker. 

Searching the bromeliads we can find dazzling little frogs and this is a great spot for 

the Three-striped Poison Frog, a large species with three broad yellow-green stripes 

down its back. Nearby we'll look for the beautiful Fiery-crowned Manakin as well as 

the Violaceous Jay. 
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Days 19 & 20 

to Lima and Europe 
 

We fly back to Lima around lunchtime on Day 19 and an evening departure from 

Lima arriving into Europe early next morning. 

 

 

Call 01298 83563 or visit www.greentours.co.uk for the report from our previous tours to 

Northern Peru. If you would like to ask about any other aspect of this holiday, please 

call 01298 83563 or email us at enquiries@greentours.co.uk.  

 

 

To Book a on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download 

from www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post/fax to 

Greentours, Leigh Cottage, Gauledge Lane, Longnor, Buxton SK17 0PA, UK. Tel/Fax 

+44 (0)1298 83563. After booking your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a 

detailed information pack will be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. Bird, 

flower, dragonfly and butterfly checklists are available. 
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